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Martin is a leading Silk for company law litigation and advice,
corporate finance, financial services, and insolvency.
He has particular expertise in large-scale, complex corporate
transactions and reorganisations (including takeovers and mergers),
schemes of arrangement, and schemes for the transfer of insurance
and banking business (Part VII transfers).
clerks@erskinechambers.com

He is heavily engaged in Brexit planning and transactions for financial
services groups.

Corporate
 Corporate governance

 Capital markets

 M&A

 Takeovers

 Structured finance

 Joint ventures

 Shareholder disputes

 Corporate reorganisations

 Part VII transfers

 Cross-border mergers

Martin has acted for the following:
Sky on its acquisition by ComCast
SAB Miller on its acquisition by AB InBev
Liberty Global as bidder for Cable and Wireless
Home Retail Group on its acquisition by Sainsbury’s
In the matter of Dee Valley Group Plc – Martin acted for Severn Trent Water Limited, the bidder in a take-over
scheme of arrangement
Friends Life’s acquisition by Aviva plc
Bid for Songbird Estates
Cross-border merger of International Game Technology Inc and GTech S.p.A.
Invensys plc on its aquisition by Schneider Electric Ltd
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A significant shareholder in Bumi Resources plc
Verizon Inc on its $130bn transaction with Vodafone
Glencore International plc on its controversial acquisition of Xstrata plc
William Hill plc on its acquisition of Sportingbet plc
Dentsu on its aqcuisition of Aegis plc
Cookson Group plc on its demerger
Britvic plc on its aborted reverse takeover by AG Barr plc
VT Group plc on its acquisition by Babcock International plc
Liberty International plc on its demerger
Prudential plc in connection with the attempted acquisition of AIA Asia
Kraft Foods Inc on its acquisition of Cadbury plc
BA plc on its merger with Iberia

Financial Services
 Financial regulation and enforcement

 Prospectus liability

 Financial promotion

 Collective investment schemes

 Market abuse / insider trading

 Part VII transfers

 Client money
Martin has been instructed by nearly all the major UK banks in relation to the ring-fencing requirements
introduced by the Banking Reform Act 2013.
Having successfully completed ring-fencing, he is now advising many major banks on executing their Brexit
strategies, including Barclays, BNP Paribas, Citibank, HSBC, JP Morgan and UBS. He is also advising major
insurance companies on similar issues including AIG Europe and Hiscox Insurance.
Martin is considered the go-to Silk for Part VII transfers. He has advised and appeared on:
The managed separation of the Old Mutual Group, through two schemes of arrangement, a demerger and an
IPO.
The demutualisation of Reliance Mutual Insurance.
The rationalisation of the Phoenix Group.
The integration by Royal London of the long-term business of Co-operative Insurance Society.
The domestication of the Hong Kong branch of the Prudential.
The acquisition by Barclays Bank plc of ING Direct.
The rationalisation of the European businesses of Met Life following its acquisition of AIG.
The sale of Egg Bank to the Yorkshire Building Society.
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The rationalization of the Royal & Sun Alliance’s general insurance carriers.
Internal reorganisations for Zurich.
The innovative reattribution of the £1.2bn of its inherited estate undertaken by the Aviva group of companies.
The transfer to Santander UK plc of the deposit taking and mortgage lending business of Alliance & Leicester
plc.
The transfer to Banco Halifax Hispania of the Spanish branch of Lloyds TSB Bank.
The transfer of the with-profit and non-profit annuity businesses of the Equitable Life Assurance Society to,
respectively, the Prudential and Canada Life.
The transfer of the deposit taking and mortgage lending business of Cheltenham & Gloucester plc to Lloyds TSB
plc.
The transfer out of Society of Lloyds of the business of Highway Insurance.
The transfer of all Swiss Re’s United Kingdom business to a Luxembourg entity and the creation of a UK
registered Societas Europaea, believed to be a first.
The transfer of all the United Kingdom custodian and corporate trust business of J.P. Morgan to the Bank of New
York.
The Resolution Life group of companies’ reorganisation of their long-term insurance business.
Martin has written two opinions for the Financial Reporting Council which are publicly available. The first entitled
The True and Fair Requirement Revisited which considered the impact of European legislation and international
accounting standards on the true and fair requirements. The second entitled International Accounting Standards
and Its True and Fair View. Martin advises the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales on
technical issues arising from the interaction of accounting matters and company law. He advised on TECH
02/10 on realised profits and continues to advise on other guidance issued to the accountancy profession.
Martin has been involved in advising on numerous issues arising from the near collapse of the banking system
in 2008 including advising the Royal Bank of Scotland plc in relation to the adjustment of the pension
arrangements for its former chief executive.
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